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Japanese businessman (C) ;; from a close associate (F) of IKEDA Masanosuke ♦ 
frcir. IKE DA,- Appraisal of Content : 3. 

I 

Prime Minister Id SHI Nobusuko has taken steps to form a "neutral’ 1 faction 
in the Libera]. -Democratic Party (LDP) in preparation for the day when he 
steps down as leader of the LDP. 

Foreign Minister FUJIYAMA Aiichiro and former F i rmn^oAriniste r KAYA OkinarX^ 
will become the principal leaders of the faction, 1 Tli gy- till 1 be - s upport e d — 
by LDP Diet members IKEDA Masanosuko, EZAKI Manvmi , and YAMAMURA Shin j tiro = 

The goal is 100 members who will be drawn from among LDP members who are 
not hard-core followers of any faction leaders and who would prefer to avoid 
Involvement in the present rivalry between the mainstream and anti-mainstream 
factions. Ten members of the ISHII Mitsujiro faction have pledged to -join 
the new faction. 

When the faction attains sufficient strength. Prime Minister KISHI plans to 
support FUJIYAMA, as the newt prime minister and to sever his reliance on 
KOHO Ichiro. The latter move is supported by FUJIYAMA and IKEDA, both of 
whoa have suffered at the hands of KONO. 

1. Field Comment. See FJT-u$9U> from an untested source, for a report on. 
"iCfUvjl^L political support group formed by his former business associ- 
ates . 

2, Source Comment. These Diet members are chiefly concerned with maintain- 
ing their seats in the Diet and feel that a victory of one group over 
the other might mean their downfall. 
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